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1. WHAT IS A DENTAL TECHNICIAN? 
 

 
A dental technician is an essential member of the dental team and carries out all aspects of 
technical dentistry to complement the clinical work carried out by the dentist and so 
participates in the complete dental service received by the patient. 
 
In agreement with the patient, a dentist prescribes the most suitable course of treatment, 
which may involve technical work, such as a crown, bridge, denture, implant or orthodontic 
appliance.   A prescription, providing the relevant information is then sent to the dental 
laboratory, together with an impression of the patient’s mouth and teeth for reference and 
to ensure the best possible fit prior to completion. 
 
Dental laboratories may be located within dental practices, hospitals or in commercial 
business premises.  All types of dental laboratory may supply work for both private and 
National Health Service patients. 
 
The dental team is made up of the dentist, dental nurse and hygienist who usually work in 
the dental surgery.  The dental therapist usually works in hospitals and in the community 
whilst the dental technician works either in commercial dental laboratories or dental 
laboratories within hospitals. 
 

 
2. WHAT DOES A DENTAL TECHNICIAN DO? 
 

Dental technicians carry out the work prescribed by the dentist, which will generally come 
under one of three different types of dental technology.  Individual technicians may 
specialise in any of these three dental technology disciplines, or in some cases will be 
proficient and work in all three, which consist of: 
 
• Prosthodontics - Dentures 
 

This area of dental technology requires the dental technician to design and construct 
complete and partial dentures to replace missing natural teeth.  Dentures may be made 
from polymeric materials, which give a natural appearance to the gum tissue and are 
mainly used for complete dentures and cast alloys, these are very light weight and are 
more suited to patients who require partial dentures. 

 
• Conservation – Crown & Bridge 
 

This specialism within dental technology is usually referred to as crown and bridge.  The 
dentist will prescribe such work when the tooth or teeth have suffered severe external 
damage, but the supporting tissues remain healthy.  To make crowns and bridges the 
dental technician will use cast metals and ceramic materials, such as porcelain, to make 
the framework and build up and shape individual or multiple crowns.  
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• Orthodontics 
 

An orthodontic technician produces appliances, commonly known as ‘braces’, these are 
used to make adjustments to the positioning of teeth in the mouth.  The technician will 
construct the appliance using wires which when tightened will provide sufficient force to 
slowly move the teeth to the required position to improve appearance and jaw function. 

 
Dental laboratories themselves may concentrate on one or more of the above dental 
technology disciplines.  Where they provide all three this is known as “full service” and in 
these cases the laboratory may consist of different departments or of individuals who 
specialise in the different disciplines. 
 
Dental technicians also make:  Sports mouth guards, anti-snoring devices and speech 
therapy appliances. 
 
Once qualified, dental technicians may take up further, post graduate career opportunities 
through dental technology.  These are: 
  
Maxillo Facial Dental Technology 
 
Maxillo Facial technicians are a very specialised area of dental technology and are usually 
found within the hospital service.  Several years of training following qualification as a dental 
technician are required to become a maxillo facial technician, this enables them to support 
surgeons involved in oral and ophthalmic surgery and in cancer and burns units in hospitals.  
Here they are required to design and construct artificial eyes, ears, noses and other artificial 
body parts for those patients who have been involved in accidents or suffered disease. 
 
Clinical Dental Technology 
 
A Clinical Dental Technician is a dental technician who has undergone further specialised 
training in clinical procedures.  They are a new profession in the UK, introduced in 2006, 
treating treat patients who need prosthodontic work.  They are the only dental technology 
specialist who are able to treat a patient without a treatment plan first being prepared by a 
dentist, but this is only for patients who have no remaining teeth. 
 
 

3. WHAT SKILLS ARE REQUIRED TO BECOME A GOOD DENTAL TECHNICIAN? 
 

In order to become a good dental technician it is necessary, not only to acquire a knowledge 
and understanding of oral anatomy and the different materials,  but it is essential to have 
good hand and eye co-ordination and a high level of manual dexterity.  Dental technicians 
also need a keen eye for replicating the shape and colour of individual teeth and an artistic 
ability, in order to achieve a good aesthetic result which is natural in appearance. 
 
Many employers and colleges set aptitude and skill tests prior to recruiting or accepting 
students on to courses as this provides a very good indication of the standard of work and 
level of output that individuals are likely to be able to achieve in the future. 
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4. WHAT QUALIFICATIONS ARE NECESSARY TO BE ABLE TO WORK AS A 

DENTAL TECHNICIAN? 
 
In 2004 the General Dental Council (GDC) developed their curriculum for dental technology, 
which specifies the content and learning outcomes that are required for all dental 
technicians to achieve in order to apply for statutory registration.  The registers opened on 
31st July 2006 and there is currently a transitional period that will last until the end of July 
2008.  After this date statutory registration will require that all individuals involved in the 
manufacturing process of dental technology, must be either registered with the GDC or 
enrolled on a course leading to a qualification that will enable them to register. 
 
The GDC’s curriculum is contained in ‘Developing the Dental Team, Curricula Frameworks for 
Registrable Qualifications for ProfessionalS Complementary to Dentistry (PCDs). All 
registrable qualifications must meet the criteria set by this document and be validated 
against it on an ongoing basis in order for the qualification to be recognised for the purposes 
of statutory registration.  
 
• In England and Wales: 
 

The most widely available and acknowledged qualification in England and Wales is the 
Foundation Degree (FD) in Dental Technology, which is particularly suited to dental 
technology due to the significant amount of practical, work-based skills that are included 
in the programme.  In fact 25% of the credits for the FD are awarded for skills 
evidenced in the work place. 

 
Generally access on to this qualification for school leavers is by way of 4 GCSE’s at Grade 
‘C’ or above, with a particular emphasis on Arts and Science based subjects, followed by 
a BTEC Award in Dental Technology which will take a year to complete. 

 
Direct Access to the FD can be achieved with one ‘A’ level, although some experience of 
having worked in a dental laboratory may also be required.  The FD takes 2 years to 
complete on the full-time route or 3 years part-time. 

 
Degrees in Dental Technology are also available through colleges of HE who have 
chosen to offer these to full-time students for the purposes of registration with the GDC.  
Part-time students are usually offered the BSc in Dental Technology via the FD 
qualification route and can undertake the degree either immediately following 
completion of the FD or at a later date after gaining further experience. 

 
Degrees in Dental Technology are available through part-time attendance at both 
colleges of HE and FE.  Please see the College Information Chart in Appendix A for more 
detailed information relating to the opportunities at each of the educational 
establishments. 
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Fig 1.  Qualification routes in England and Wales.  (Full details in Appendix A) 
 
• In Northern Ireland: 
 

The Royal Hospital School of Dentistry offers 5 full-time training places per year for the 
BTEC National Diploma in Dental Technology.  Currently there is no part-time access to a 
qualification for employed dental technicians who wish to qualify using the part-time 
route. 

 
It is hoped that from September 2007 a blended learning option will be made available 
through Telford College in Edinburgh. 

 
• In Scotland: 
 

There is only one college in Scotland that is accepting students enrolling from September 
2007, which is Telford College in Edinburgh.  The qualification structure in Scotland 
consists of entry on to the National Certificate in Dental Technology by way of 4 ordinary 
grades at grade 3 or above, including English and 2 science subjects or equivalent 
qualifications.  Successful students will then progress to the registrable qualification 
which is the Higher National Certificate in Dental Technology, completion of which 
provides access to the statutory register for Dental Care Professionals, held by the GDC. 

 
On completion of the recognised qualification dental technicians in Scotland are able to 
undertake a Vocational Training year.  This is a scheme that is funded and organised 
through the NHS Education Scotland (NES).  Contact details can be found in Appendix C. 

 
The Higher National Diploma in Dental Technology is a further study option for dental 
technicians to specialise in chosen subject areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig 2.  Qualification routes in Scotland.  (Full details in Appendix A) 
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Full details on all colleges’ entry requirements and courses leading to registration are 
contained in the College Information Chart in Appendix A. 

 
 
5. WHAT IS THE CAREER STRUCTURE FOR A DENTAL TECHNICIAN? 
 

The first step following qualification is to register with the General Dental Council (GDC) as a 
Dental Care Professional (DCP), see Appendix C for contact details.  The application pack will 
provide you with information on how to uphold your registration as a DCP, Ethical Guidance 
and requirements for Continuing Professional Development (CPD). 
 
Wherever you work, whether in a commercial dental laboratory or a dental hospital, there 
will be a career pathway for you to follow.  Even in a small laboratory there will be 
opportunities for you to take on different and/or more advanced work to reflect your level of 
competence.  
 
The recommended and accepted career structure (see Appendix B) within a commercial 
laboratory is: 
 
• Trainee Grade 

 
All new recruits to the laboratory will be expected to enrol on a training programme 
leading to a qualification, which meets the curriculum for statutory registration as set 
out by the GDC.   They will then progress to Registered Dental Technician Grade 1, in 
line with the employer’s assessment of their individual level of competence. 

 
• Registered Dental Technician - Grade 1 

 
The minimum requirement for this grade of dental technician is that they have achieved 
a registrable qualification.  They should be able to perform primarily routine and non-
specialised activities without supervision, including the initial stages of contract review.  
The initial registrable qualification provides a broad foundation from which further skill 
development should be undertaken and recorded for the purposes of CPD.  Work 
undertaken at this level needs to be carried out with due regard at all times to ethical 
guidance and self-regulation. 

 
• Experienced Registered Dental Technician - Grade 2 

 
It is expected that technicians will be promoted or recruited to this grade following on 
from an agreed period of learning and development after registration.  An individual on 
this grade will have developed and extended their vocational skills and knowledge in line 
with the requirements for CPD.  They will be responsible for the manufacture of complex 
appliances, contract review, discussing changes to the prescription, signing off work and 
be able to take responsibility for the supervision of others. 

 
• Specialist Dental Technician/Dental Laboratory Manager - Grade 3 

 
The duties and responsibilities of a dental technician working at this grade will be wide 
and varied and should be supported by suitable CPD.  The CPD Record of experience, 
learning and/or qualifications should demonstrate the ability to function at a managerial 
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level and/or undertake a range of highly skilled and complex activities that are specialist 
by nature.  

 
• Continuing Professional Development (CPD) 

 
The career structure of all dental technicians will be firmly supported by the maintenance 
of a CPD plan and record of CPD hours undertaken and learning outcomes achieved.  
Information and guidance on best practice can be obtained from the idea website at 
www.the-idea-centre.com, as well as information on a Professional Membership Scheme 
designed to help individual technicians manage their CPD training records online. 

 
 
6. HOW TO START ON A CAREER IN DENTAL TECHNOLOGY? 
 

Having read this booklet you are now well on your way to understanding what a career in 
Dental Technology entails.  As part of the team of Dental Care Professionals you are 
embarking on a professional career and the qualification is just the starting point.  
 
Once qualified you will be required to register and accept the ethical guidance requirements 
set down by the General Dental Council.  You will also be required to undertake a statutory 
required number of hours of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) over a 5 year 
period. 
 
More details on these requirements are contained in the Dental Laboratories Association’s 
‘Handbook for Professional Dental Technicians’. 
 
• Choosing between the Full-time and Part-time Qualification Route 
 

The first step in this process, however, is to decide on your route to qualification.  Will 
you choose the full-time route where you integrate into the college or university as a 
full-time student and concentrate on your studies with some work placement in a dental 
laboratory or the part-time route where as an employee you are working within a dental 
laboratory and attending college on a one or two day per week basis?  To make this 
decision you can talk to the colleges, whose details you will find in Appendix A of this 
prospectus and dental laboratory owners who will be pleased to offer you their advice 
and benefit of their experience.  Some may even offer you the opportunity of visiting 
their laboratory to see their work at first hand.  You can find details of dental 
laboratories in your area via the DLA website at www.dla.org.uk.  Just choose the 
‘LabFinder’ option.  Alternatively dental laboratories can also be found in your local 
Yellow Pages. 

 
• Finding Employment as a Trainee 
 

Should you decide that the part-time option is best for you then there are various ways 
in which you can go about finding employment and many of these are applicable to both 
trainees and qualified dental technicians. 
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The Dental Laboratories Association - www.dla.org.uk 
 

The DLA’s ‘Lab-Finder’ Section of their website enables individuals to search for 
laboratories in a particular area and view the type of dental appliances that they 
manufacture and services they provide.  This presents an opportunity to make an initial 
contact and find out whether there are any vacancies for dental technology trainees. 

 
The Dental Laboratory Journal (DLJ) is the official journal of the Dental Laboratories 
Association 

    44 – 46 Wollaton Road 
    Beeston 
    NOTTINGHAM  NG9 2NR 
 

Tel:  0870 7473096 
 

It contains up to the minute news and information on issues that affect the business of 
dental technology and the individuals who work within it, including information on 
education and training initiatives and career development.  The journal also contains a 
classified advertisement section where laboratory owners advertise vacancies and 
individuals can place advertisements detailing their own skills, aptitudes and availability 
for work. 
 
 

 
Denttech - www.denttech.co.uk 

 
Denttech is a dedicated recruitment and training website and has a range of categories 
in which employers can advertise vacancies and individuals can post their CVs. 
 
 

 
Dental Technicians Association - www.dta-uk.org  

 
The website contains useful information to further your career prospects, find out about 
current vacancies, courses, events, news and views. 
 
 

 
Dental Technician - A E MORGAN PUBLICATIONS 

Stanley House 
9 West Street 
EPSOM   KT18 7RL 
 
Tel:  01372 741411 

 
The Dental Technician is a monthly publication, available on subscription, with news and 
information on what is happening within dental technology.  It also has a classified 
section where dental laboratories can advertise their vacancies and individuals can 
advertise their skills and availability for work. 
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COLLEGES 

 
 

 
 
COURSE DETAILS 

 

 
EDINBURGH TELFORD 
COLLEGE 
 
 
350 West Granton Road 
EDINBURGH 
EH5 1QE 

 
BELFAST  
DENTAL TECHNICIAN 
TRAINING CENTRE 
 
School of Dentistry 
Royal Hospitals  
BELFAST 
BT12 6BP 
 

Course Contact Paul McMahon Pat McElwee 
Tel 0131 5594642 028 90633866 
Email paul.mcmahon@ed-coll.ac.uk patrick.mcelwee@belfasttrust.hscni.

net  
Web Site www.ed-coll.ac.uk  www.nimdta.gov.uk 
BRIDGING QUALIFICATION NC Dental Technology BTEC National Award Dental 

Technology 
Academic Level National Certificate Level 3 
Modes of Attendance Full-Time, block release and 

part-time 
Full-time 

Duration 1 year full-time 
2 years block and part-time 

1 year 

Entry Qualifications Either 4 Ordinary grades, inc 
English and 2 Science 
Subjects, or equivalent  

4 GCSEs at grade ‘C’ or above or 
equivalent 

REGISTRABLE QUALIFICATION (I) HNC Dental Technology Foundation Degree in Dental 
Technology 

Academic Level Higher National Certificate Level 4 
Modes of Attendance Full-Time, Block Release and 

Part-time 
Full time 

Duration 1 year full-time 
2 years block and part-time 

2 years 

Entry Qualifications NC in Dental Technology or 
equivalent. Block release and 
Part-time students must be in 
suitable employment within a 
dental laboratory 

1 ‘A’ level, BTEC National Award – 
Dental Technology, or equivalent 

REGISTRABLE QUALIFICATION (II)   
Academic Level   
Modes of Attendance   
Duration 
 

  

Entry Qualifications   
POST REGISTRATION 
QUALIFICATIONS 

HND Dental Technology  

Academic Level Higher National Diploma  
Modes of Attendance Full-time and part-time  
Duration 1 year full-time 

2 years part-time 
 

Entry Qualifications HNC in dental technology or 
equivalent 
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CARDIFF 
UNIVERSITY OF WALES 
INSTITUTE, CARDIFF 
 
Faculty of Clinical Health Sciences, 
Llandaff  Campus 
Western Avenue 
CARDIFF        CF5 2YB 
 

 
BIRMINGHAM 
MATTHEW BOULTON  
COLLEGE 
 
1 Jennens Road 
BIRMINGHAM 
B4 7PS 
 

 
LEEDS  
DENTAL INSTITUTE 
 
Clarendon Way 
LEEDS 
LS2 9LU 

Jeff Lewis Chris Parker Caroline Logan 
029 2041 6070 0121 446 4545 0113 343 6243 
jlewis@uwic.ac.uk  Caroline.logan@leedsth.nhs.uk 

 
www.uwic.ac.uk www.mbc.ac.uk www.leeds.ac.uk 
University Certificate in Dental 
Technology 

BTEC National Award Dental 
Technology 

Access Certificate in Dental 
Technology  

Undergraduate Level 3  
Part-time 
 

Full-time and part-time Full-time and part-time 

2 years 1 year full-time and part-time 1 year full-time 
1 year part-time 

4 GCSEs at grade ‘C’ or above, or 
equivalent 

4 GCSEs at grade ‘C’ or above or 
equivalent 

5 GCSEs grades a to C to inc 
English, a Science, Art or 
Technology. 

Foundation Degree in Dental 
Technology 

Foundation Degree in Dental 
Technology 

University Diploma in Dental 
Technology 

Undergraduate Level 4  
Full-time and part-time 
 

Full-time and part-time Full-time and part-time 

2 years full-time 
3 years part-time 

2 years full-time and 3 years 
part-time 

2 years full-time  
3 years part-time 

University Certificate, or 1 ‘A’ 
level, or equivalent 
 
 
 

1 ‘A’ level, BTEC National Award 
– Dental Technology, or 
equivalent 

Via the Access Certificate in 
Dental Technology 

BSc in Dental Technology   
Undergraduate   
Full-time and part-time   
3 years full-time 
5 years part-time (via FD above) 

  

   
Various certificates and diplomas Professional Development 

Certificate in Dental Technology 
 

   
Part-time Part-time  
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COLLEGES 
 
 
 
 
COURSE DETAILS 
 

 
LIVERPOOL  
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
 
Dental Section 
Vauxhall Road 
LIVERPOOL 
L3 6BN 

 
LONDON 
LAMBETH COLLEGE 
 
School of Applied Sciences 
Clapham Centre 
45 Clapham Common - Southside 
LONDON 
SW4 9BL 
 
 

Course Contact Chris Fielding Karen Horton 
Tel 0151 252 4833 0207 501 5830 
Email chris.fielding@liv-coll.ac.uk khorton@lambethcollege.ac.uk 
Web Site www.liv-coll.ac.uk www.lambethcollege.ac.uk 

 
BRIDGING QUALIFICATION BTEC National Award Dental 

Technology 
BTEC National Award Dental 
Technology 

Academic Level Level 3 Level 3 
Modes of Attendance Part-time Full-time and part-time 
Duration 1 year 1 year full-time and part-time 
Entry Qualifications 4 GCSEs at grade ‘C’ or above, 

or equivalent 
4 GCSEs at grade ‘C’ or above, or 
equivalent 

REGISTRABLE QUALIFICATION (I) Foundation Degree in Dental 
Technology 

Foundation Degree in Dental 
Technology 

Academic Level Level 4 Level 4 
Modes of Attendance Part-time Full-time and part-time 
Duration 3 years 2 years full-time and  

3 years part-time 
Entry Qualifications BTEC Award, or equivalent, or 1 

Science ‘A’ level and 5 GCSEs at 
Grade ‘C’ or above AND achieve 
the set challenge test. 

BTEC Award, or equivalent, or 1 
Science ‘A’ level and 5 GCSEs at 
Grade ‘C’ or above AND achieve 
the set challenge test 

REGISTRABLE QUALIFICATION (II) 
 

  

Academic Level   
Modes of Attendance   
Duration   

 
 

Entry Qualifications   
 
 
 
 

POST REGISTRATION QUALIFICATIONS 
 

  

Academic Level   
Modes of Attendance   
Duration   

 
Entry Qualifications   
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MANCHESTER 
METROPOLITAN 
UNIVERSITY 
 
Faculty of Science & Eng 
Dept of Chemistry 
John Dalton Bldg 
Chester Street 
MANCHESTER    M1 5JG 
 

 
NOTTINGHAM 
CASTLE COLLEGE  
 
 
People's Campus 
Maid Marian Way 
NOTTINGHAM 
NG1 6EJ 

 
SHEFFIELD 
CASTLE COLLEGE SHEFFIELD 
 
 
Dental Dept 
Southside 
Granville Road 
SHEFFIELD 
S2 2RL 

Chris Maryan Simon Torres Ashley Berrow 
0161 247 3373 0115 884 2612 0114 260 2600 
c.maryan@mmu.ac.uk Simon.torres@castlecollege.ac.uk ashley.berrow@sheffcol.ac.uk 
www.chem-mats.mmu.ac.uk 
www.dentaltec.mmu.ac.uk  

www.castlecollege.ac.uk  www.sheffcol.ac.uk  

University Certificate in Dental 
Technology 

BTEC National Award in Dental 
Technology 

 

Level 3 Level 3  
Part-time Part-time  
2 years 1 year  
4 GCSEs at grade ‘C’ or above, 
or equivalent 

4 GCSEs at grade ‘C’ or above, or 
equivalent 

 

Foundation Degree in Dental 
Technology 

Foundation Degree in Dental 
Technology 

BTEC National Diploma in Dental 
Technology 

Level 4 Level 4 Level 3 
Part-time Part-time Full-time 
3 years 
 

3 years 3 years 

University Certificate, or 1 ‘A’ 
level, or equivalent 

BTEC Award, or equivalent, or 1 
Science ‘A’ level and 5 GCSEs at 
Grade ‘C’ or above AND achieve the 
set DT vocational challenge test. 

4 x GCSEs at Grade ‘C’ or above, 
to include English and Maths, or 
the equivalent 

BSc in Dental Technology BSc in Dental Technolgy top-up from 
Foundation Degree 

 

Undergraduate Undergraduate  
Full-time or part-time Part-time  
3 years full-time, 4 years 
sandwich course or 5 years 
part-time (via FD see above) 

Follows on from the fd, as 2 years 
part-time linked to Dental 
Technology work based learning 

 

160 – 220 UCAS points 
GCSE English and Maths 
‘A’ level or AVCE or BTEC in 
Science or Health and Social 
Care 

Entry route from Foundation Degree 
(fd) in dental technology or by other 
entry points such as a registrable DT 
qualification along with current 
competence, with bridging support 

 

Certificates and Diplomas in 
Professional Studies (Various) 

BSc in dental technology top-up 
from Foundation Degree 

 

Undergraduate Undergraduate  
Part-time Part-time  
Certificates = 1 year 
Diplomas = 2 years 

2 years  
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The Recommended Career Structure  
for Dental Technicians 

Structure of Qualifications and 
experience for guidance only 

Description of Level 
of Competence DENTAL 

LABORATORY 
OWNER 

Specialist Dental Technician /  
Dental Laboratory Manager 

GRADE 3 
 

Must be able to evidence competence through CPD 
plans and Records 

Experienced Registered 
Dental Technician 

GRADE 2 
 

Must be able to evidence competence through 
CPD plans and Records 

Registered Dental Technician 
GRADE 1 

 
Must have achieved registrable qualification 
and registered with the GDC 

Trainee Dental Technician  
 

Must be enrolled on a registrable qualification in 
dental technology that meets the GDC’s 
curriculum for full registration  

Suitable Entry Requirement

Able to function at a 
managerial level 
and/or undertake a 
range of highly skilled 
work activities that are 
specialist by nature 
(See notes) 

Able to carry out a 
broader and more 
specialised range of 
activities and be 
responsible for signing 
off work and the 
supervision of others 
(See notes) 

Able to perform 
primarily routine and 
non specialised 
activities without 
supervision 
(See notes) 

Works under 
Supervision of a ERDT 
(ie Grade 2) 
(See notes)

Post Graduate 
Qualifications or 
equivalent 
relevant 
experience 

Honours Degree or 
Equivalent individual 
modules  
(NB Some education 
establishments may 
offer this as a 
baseline qualification 
for registration) 

REGISTRATION 
POINT  

Must be 
undertaking a 
registrable 
qualification in 
dental technology 
that meets the 
GDC’s curriculum 
for Statutory 
Registration 
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Useful Contacts 
 
Who they are, what they do and contact details: 
 
 
Dental Laboratories Association (DLA) 
 
The DLA is the Association that represents dental laboratory owners in the United Kingdom.  The 
Association liaises with the Department of Health, General Dental Council and other organisations 
that influence national policy that influence the working practices of the business of dental 
technology. 
 
Contact:  0870 747 3097  www.dla.org.uk 
 
 
 
Idea 
 
Idea is the education and training brand of the DLA that provides information on a career in dental 
technology and has ideas on how you can keep up to date with your Continuous Professional 
Development (CPD) that is scheduled to become a statutory requirement from 2008. 
 
Contact: 0870 991 4525  www.the-idea-centre.com 
 
 
 
Dental Technicians Association (DTA) 
 
The DTA is the Association that represents the profession of Dental Technicians in the United 
Kingdom.  The Association liaises with the Department of Health, General Dental Council and other 
organisations on behalf of their membership. 
 
Contact: 0870 243 0753  www.dta-uk.org 
 
 
 
The Clinical Dental Technicians Association (CDTA) 
 
The CDTA is the Association that represents the profession of Clinical Dental Technicians in the 
United Kingdom.  They also act as agents for the George Brown International Denturist Education 
Centre in the UK.  The Association liaises with the Department of Health, General Dental Council 
and other organisations on behalf of their membership. 
 
Contact: 01474 879430   www.cdta.org.uk 
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The Orthodontic Technicians Association (OTA) 
 
The OTA is the Association that represents the profession of Orthodontic Dental Technicians in the 
United Kingdom.  The Association runs courses and events to further the career development of its 
members 
 
Contact:     www.theota.co.uk 
 
 
 
The Institute of Maxillofacial Prosthetists and Technologists (IMFPT) 
 
The IMFPT is the Association that represents the profession of Maxillofacial Dental Technicians in 
the United Kingdom.  Its members are to register with the General Medical Council rather that the 
General Dental Council, due to the specialist nature of the work of this group of technologists.  The 
Association runs courses and events to further the career development of its members. 
 
Contact:     www.impt.org 
 
 
 
The British Institute of Dental and Surgical Technologists (BIDST) 
 
The BIDST is the Association that represents the professionally qualified Dental Technicians in the 
United Kingdom and runs courses and events to further the career development of its members. 
 
Contact: 0845 644 3726  www.bidst.org 
 
 
 
The General Dental Council (GDC) 
 
The GDC holds the registers for General Dental Practioners and Dental Care Professionals and 
regulates the practice of dentistry in order to protect the patient. 
 
Contact: 0207 887 3800  www.gdc-uk.org   
 
 
 
NHS Education for Scotland (NES) 
 
Joe McIntryre, Director of Dental Technology Training 
West of Scotland Centre for Postgraduate Dental Ed 
378 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, G2 3JZ 
 
Contact: 0141 352 2833  www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/dentistry 


